
Audubon’s Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary has 
provided millions of visitors with a journey into 
the heart of the Western Everglades. 

As the largest remaining virgin Bald Cypress 
stand in the world, the 13,000-acre sanctuary 
serves as critical habitat for countless species 
from endangered Florida Panthers to threatened 
Wood Storks, Snail Kites, and technicolored 
Painted Buntings. 

A visit to the Sanctuary’s winding 2.25-mile 
boardwalk inspires exploration and fosters a 
deeper understanding of how the health of the 
swamp and its water is directly tied to the white 
sand beaches and turquoise Gulf waters for 
which the region is known.

Research conducted at the Sanctuary is 
uncovering the connection between wetland 
losses in the region, and the cycle of flooding 
and catastrophic wildfires that is becoming an 
annual pattern. 

Further, our applied land management team 
is pioneering and refining wetland restoration 
techniques to not only fight for the health of 
Corkscrew Swamp, but to provide a model 
for adjacent public and private landowners 
throughout the state. 

Built and operated for many years with the 
generosity of volunteers and grassroots donors, 
the Sanctuary is constrained by space and 
staffing limitations. 
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REALIZING THE FULL 
POTENTIAL OF OUR 
ICONIC WETLAND 
SANCTUARY



In order to secure the Sanctuary’s future as a 
destination, a sanctuary, and a leader in the science of 
saving Florida’s wetlands, we must rebuild Corkscrew 
Swamp’s foundation by making an ambitious 
investment in our facilities. The result will sustain and 
grow our ability to bring people of all backgrounds 
to experience this global gem of an ecosystem and 
inspire lifelong careers, advocacy, and volunteerism in 
the name of conservation.

In the coming years, Audubon will make strategic 
investments in the Sanctuary that will strengthen 
Corkscrew Swamp’s physical infrastructure increasing 
our capacity for transformational programming, 
educational and interpretive strategies, and an 
enhanced boardwalk experience that enlists every 
visitor as a champion for this cherished place. 

The Sanctuary will foster stronger collaborations 
among staff by consolidating offices into a campus 
with exceptional facilities and a more collaborative 

and efficient space for on-site staff and researchers 
at the Corkscrew Commons; an outdoor classroom 
that increases our ability to serve schoolchildren 
in an appropriate space for outdoor learning and 
exploration; and a new hub for the lifeblood of the 
organization: our cadre of dedicated volunteers.  

Like the conservationists before us, we are committed 
to protecting and preserving this special place for 
the benefit of birds, wildlife, and people. These 
investments will give us the strong foundation 
needed to ensure that Corkscrew Swamp remains the 
cherished sanctuary it is today into the next century. 
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“As development continues to expand in Florida, 
protecting our natural resources is more important 
than ever. Birds don’t live in birdhouses—they need 
places like Corkscrew where they can land and rest.

- Steve Nellis
   Sanctuary Supporter and Volunteer



CORKSCREW SWAMP 
SANCTUARY FUTURE CAMPUS

SANCTUARY LEADERSHIP
Collaborative meeting space

Built for purpose professional offices

Grow conservation partnerships

Model best practices

VISITOR GROVE REFRESH
Convenient parking and 
accessibility

Easy admissions

Educational exhibits

Café and Nature Store

VOLUNTEER HEADQUARTERS
Training area for volunteer opportunities

Data collection and sharing stations

Breakroom with personal storage and 
amenities

Celebrate legacy of boardwalk 
naturalists

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
Central green that brings together 
education and volunteer activities

Dedicated space for school age 
children to interact with the 
Sanctuary

Outdoor deck and covered area

CONSERVATION COMMONS
SCIENCE & RESEARCH

Analyze water levels

Monitor Wood Stork nesting

Evaluate restoration activities

Support Community Science

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Conserve and restore wetlands

Reduce risk of wildfires

Maintain wild Florida habitat

Acquire strategic property

PHASE 1 PHASE 2

INVESTMENTS IN PHASE 1:



WHAT IT WILL TAKE:
CAPITAL INVESTMENT 
AT CORKSCREW 
SWAMP SANCTUARY

Support 

Level

# of 

Champions 

needed

Total

$2,500,000 1 $2,500,000

$1,000,000 4 $4,000,000

$500,000 6 $3,000,000

$300,000 8 $2,400,000

$250,000 10 $2,500,000

$100,000 15 $1,500,000

$50,000 25 $1,450,000

$25,000 Many $700,000

$10,000 Many $450,000

Total 140+ $18,500,000

For questions or more information please contact a 
member of our development team: 

Suzanne Bartlett
410-707-0616
Suzanne.bartlett@audubon.org 

Sarah Lathrop
317-372-9016
sarah.lathrop@audubon.org 
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