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The North Collier fire dis-
trict’s board voted unanimously
Friday to accept—with a fewca-
veats — the main terms of the
county’s latest settlement offer
for providing paramedics to al-
most half of the county’s popu-
lation.

Apparently overcoming a
longtime major sticking point
between the two sides, the dis-
trict agreed to operate under the

county’s medical director, Dr.
Robert Tober.

But fire district officials want
as their assistantmedical direc-
torDr. Jeffrey Panozzo,who has
been thedistrict’smedical direc-
tor for the past five years.

The district also said itwould

give countymedical officials ac-
cess to patients’ records and the
district’s quality assurance sys-
tem, but only if county officials
provide access to similar county
records.

Fire district officials proposed
the two sides create a medical

committee made up of county
medical officers, first respond-
ers, and emergency room and
hospital personnel to review
the records andmonitor patient
care.

“We’re just trying to set up a
system so if there’s an issue, it
can be addressed on our end,”
said Norm Feeder, chairman of
the fire district board. “We’ll
work out a contract with their
medical director sowe can have
himunder contract.We basical-
ly work under his protocol now

anyway, sowe’rehoping thiswill
go smoothly.”

The settlementwas proposed
last week by Collier Commis-
sioner Tom Henning, who said
bringing the fire district under
the county’s medical director
would bring uniformity, so the
protocols, procedures and train-
ing for medics are consistent
throughout the county.

TheNorthNaplesfiredistrict,
now part of the North Collier

North Collier fire district

Board OKs terms to resolve medics dispute
If a county certificate expires Feb. 25
before a deal is reached with the county,
the district’s medics no longer could
practice advanced life support.
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Melhor.Leonor@naplesnews.com;
239-435-3440

Collier County public
school officials are expect-
edTuesday todiscuss their
approval of a newacadem-
ic calendar that triggered
protests from some par-
ents opposed to students
returning from their sum-
mer break Aug. 10.

The School Board ap-
proved the calendar al-
most four weeks ago but
agreed to discus it again
after parents and teachers
asked them to go back to
the drawing board.

In revisiting the calen-
dar, board members will
have to sort through a
mixed bag of requests and
acknowledge that no cal-
endar can oblige them all.

The loudest and most
visible group last month
took to a Change.org peti-
tion that protests Aug. 10
as too early and asks that
Aug. 15 be the first day of
school in the next aca-
demic year. The petition
was posted Jan. 13 and had
garnered 1,300 online sig-
natures as of Friday after-
noon.

“We wanted to get
enough attraction to the
petition to have the School
Board take notice,” said
Linda Sonders, a Collier
County parent of two.

Sonders said starting
classes Aug. 10 would cut
into students’ summer

Collier County

Board might
reconsider
Aug. 10
school start
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TheNaples-FortMyersGrey-
hound Track has severed ties
with a local adoption agency af-
ter allegations of poor care for
dogs.

A Miami-based spokesman
for the track, which is in Bonita
Springs, said it stoppedworking
with greyhound rescue group
45MPHCouchPotato twoweeks
ago after officials from Collier

County Domestic Animal Ser-
vices paid a visit.

“I don’t really know all the
specifics,” spokesman Izzy Ha-
venick said. “I just know that if
the county had questions, we
don’t want to do business.”

Havenick said a difference in

opinions led to the track’s sepa-
ration from the adoption agency,
which it worked with for two
years.

The owner of the adoption
group, Darlene Izzo, has come
under fire this week as volun-
teers came forward to say the

animals were not treated well
in her care.

OfficialswithDAS visited the
adoption facility in January after
a complaint came in about dogs
with broken legs and diarrhea.

DAS officials gave Izzo
24 hours to get medical atten-
tion for five of the dogs. They
also said no dog could stay at
the facility until it was permit-
ted by the county and brought
up to standards.

Izzo was licensed to care for

dogs at her home inGoldenGate
Estates but not at the new shel-
ter facility she opened in North
Naples.

She told her volunteers to take
the dogs out of the new facility
and place themwith local foster
homes until she could repair the
new facility, she told the Daily
News.

Volunteers placed someof the
dogswith aMiami-based rescue

Greyhound track cuts ties with adoption group after poor care alleged

naplesnews.com
See a draft of a calendar that
would have school start Aug. 15.

Last month, Collier County officials gave
the owner of 45 MPH Couch Potato a day
to get medical attention for five dogs.

By Eric Staats
eric.staats@naplesnews.com; 239-263-4780

MissedWorldWetlands Day?
There’s still time to celebrate, and in one of the world’s

most celebrated wetlands at that.
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary in

northern Collier County will open
up its outdoors from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday for a World Wetlands Day
Festival.

WorldWetlandsDay actually is Feb. 2 every year,mark-
ing the adoption of an intergovernmental treaty for wet-
lands protection in 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar.

Under the auspices of the Ramsar Convention, Cork-
screwwasadded to theU.S. list ofWetlandsof International

Saturday set for appreciating wetlands

COREY PERRINE/STAFF (2)

Vincent Ferrie kisses his wife, Katelyn, as her aunt, Karen Gilmore, all of Boston, snaps a photo Friday at Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary in Collier County.
World Wetlands Day will be celebrated Saturday in the swamp with tours, classroom presentations, a farmers market, swamp meditation and live music.

Richard
Wombwell
of Wok-
ingham,
England,
looks
through
binoculars
at birds
Friday
at Cork-
screw
Sanctuary
Swamp.

naplesnews.com
See more photos from
Corkscrew Swamp
Sanctuary.
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district, last worked with Tober in 2010.
For five years, county commissioners

granted the district an annual certificate
to train and provide its own medics and
hire its ownmedical director.

The certificate allows the 85 para-
medics with North Collier to provide
advanced life support care if a fire crew
beats a county ambulance to the scene of
an emergency.

But inSeptember, theCountyCommis-
sion voted 3-2 not to renew the certificate
again, saying it would result in different
standards for patient care and medic

training in different parts of the county.
The certificate will expire Feb. 25.

Fire officials sued the county in Octo-
ber, saying commissioners denied them
a fair hearing, and asked a judge to order
commissioners to renew their certificate
for medics.

If the certificate expires before a deal
is reached, the district’smedics no longer
could practice advanced life support.

Theywould be replaced by nine coun-
ty medics, working overtime, under a
county contingency plan thatwould cost
taxpayers about $1 million more a year,
according to county estimates.

County commissioners will meet
Tuesday, but the settlement is not on the
agenda.

MEDICS
from 5A

break and affects families
with relatives inNorthern
states, where classes typi-
cally start after LaborDay.

Board member Roy
Terry said the boardmust
consider conflicting pref-
erences among parents
and what would be best
for students.

“The thing that I’ve got-
ten out of all those com-
ments is that there is no
consensus,” Terry said.
“There are people on one
side and some people on
another.

“Whatever day we pick
(as the start date), some
people won’t be happy
with it.”

Board member Erika
Donalds said she plans to
read through the 840 com-
ments submitted to the
district to come up with
an opinion.

“All board members
have a lot more informa-
tion now as far as feed-
back thanwehadwhenwe
originally voted,” she said.
“I wish the district would
have reached out for par-
ent feedback before and
not after the fact.”

For officials to change
thecalendar, SchoolBoard
memberswouldhave to re-
scind their support for the
existing calendar and vote

for a new one.
Apossible calendar cre-

atedby thedistrict andob-
tained by theNaplesDaily
News would set the start
date at Aug. 15 and take
away the weeklong break
the current calendar has
ahead of Thanksgiving.
The draft calendar also
would delay the start of
the winter break by a day
to Dec. 22.

Asamplingofmore than
800 comments submitted
to the school district on
the issue shows parents,
teachers and studentswith
mixed responses and indi-
vidual preferences.

The school district last
week sent out an email
asking for input on the
calendar.

Among the responses
obtained by the Daily
News, many support the
Aug. 15 start date.

“My son does band and
cross country, which of-
ficially starts two weeks
before the start of school.
So effectively thesekids go
back to school endof July,”
a parent wrote.

But some comments
expressed support for the
earlier start.

“(The) vacation sched-
ules of the few should not
penalize the 50 percent of
disadvantaged students
that benefit fromanearlier
startdate,”onecommenter
wrote, citing research that

indicated students per-
formed better when there
was more time ahead of
spring exams.

Many said their pref-
erence is to keep the
calendar as previously
approved, because they
already have started mak-
ing plans based on it.

“Having the school
schedule up in the air
like this wreaks havoc on
families and our ability to
plan,” onemomwrote.

Others resented that
the calendars proposed by
the calendar committee,
which proposed school
startAug. 15 at the earliest,
weren’t presented to the
School Board in January.

“This, at best, speaks to
sloppiness ... and at worst
speaks to unethical behav-
ior,” one parent wrote.

Many teachers also
submitted their thoughts,
indicating little agreement
among instructors.

One teacher wrote that
students are “wilder” after
getting aweek off aheadof
Thanksgiving.

Another supported the
early start date because it
would give her more time
in the classroom with her
students ahead of stan-
dardized exams.

Anotherprotested start-
ing schoolAug. 10 because
his summer would be cut
short. Teachers would
start Aug. 3.

SCHOOL
from 5A

Importance in 2010—one
of only 38 U.S. sites and
one of three in Florida,
with Everglades National
Park and Pelican Island
NationalWildlife Refuge.

Around the world, the
themeof this year’sWorld
Wetlands Day was “Sus-
tainable Livelihoods” to
acknowledge the 1 billion
people who rely on wet-
lands for fishing, rice
farming, travel, tourism
andwater.

Wetlandsalsoarebiolog-
icallydiverse,protectcoast-
lines, soak up floodwaters
and store carbon, helping
regulate climate change.

TheRamsarConvention
has estimated more than
64 percent of the world’s
wetlands have been dug

up or filled since 1900.
Corkscrew, which

AudubonofFloridabought
in 1954 to protect from log-
gers and plume hunters,
has the largest old-growth
forest of bald cypress trees
in North America.

More than 100,000
people each year visit
Corkscrew’s Blair Audu-
bon Center and walk
the sanctuary’s 2½-mile
boardwalk, many hoping
to catch a glimpse of its
famous ghost orchid or
its nesting colony ofwood
storks.

Boardwalk tours, class-
room presentations, a
farmers market, swamp
meditation and live music
are planned for Saturday
at Corkscrew.

For admission fees and
a schedule of events, see www.
CorkscrewWetlandsDay.com.

WETLANDS
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group,which Izzo said she
did not approve of.

When DAS officials re-
turned the next day for
a follow-up visit, there
were no dogs at the new
facility. DAS spokesman
Daniel Christenbury said
the agency checked on the
dogs through each of their
new shelters to make sure
they were in good hands.

Citations still are pend-
ing for Izzo through DAS.

In the meantime, the
local greyhound track has
contracted with a new
adoption agency, Haven-
ick said.

“We needed to get
someone in there quickly
because under state law,
we’re required to have an
agency,” he said.

Havenick said the state
provides a list of approved
adoption agencies for
tracks to work with.

The race tracks have to
provide an on-site adop-
tion agency so owners
of individual dogs have a
place to surrender themaf-
ter they have retired from
racing.

Dog owners don’t have
to use the track’s adop-
tion agency, and the track
doesn’t oversee care of the
animals at the track or af-
ter retirement, Havenick
said.

“We just provide the
venue for them to race at,”
Havenick said.

Izzo received $1,700 a
month from the racetrack
to care for the dogs she
took from the track.

Dawn Brown, a volun-
teer with Izzo’s adoption
agency, said Friday that
she and other volunteers
worked to get the dogs in
better hands after theDAS
visit and that conditions at
Izzo’s facilitywere deplor-
able.

“She’s only upset this
was going to become pub-
lic,” Brown said.

DOGS’ CARE
from 5A

Corey Perrine/StaFF

Debbie Lotter, education coordinator for youth programs,
holds a 6-month-old alligator, “annie,” on Friday
at Corkscrew Sanctuary Swamp in Collier County.
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